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Dzogchen—the ultimate teai:h'ing of Buddhas
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Chapter 1 Continuation of Buddhad-

harma : Vajrayana Buddhism
What is the role of the Hinayana and

Mahayana on this continuous thread?
The teaching of the Hinayana or Lesser
Vehicle, inspiring us the glimpse of ‘self-
lessness of the individual’, is identified
as the beginning of this unbroken tantric
thread. Examining oneself in domains of
forms, feeling, perception, mental forma-
tion, and consciousness, one begins to see
the non-existence of self and the absence
manent, unitary, and independent
of the phenom-
tures of all
y — “all

ncnom-
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ena are empty and selfless, all phenomena
are dukkha and in the nature of suffering,”
— derived are decisively the starting point

of the practice.

@ What is the reason for the develop-
ment of the Mahayana, which is a sense of
expansion?

Characterized by the view all phenomena
possess the inherent true character of real-
ity, certainly, the emergence of Mahayana
is an inevitable extension going beyond
the three worldly principles of “all phe-
nomena are impermanent, all phenomena
are empty and selfless, all phenomena are
dukkha and in the nature of suffering”.
Promoting vast mission of putting others
before ourselves is the Mahayana, endeav-
oring to transform deluded self and phe-
nomenal world, and contrasting with what
is seen as the limited approach of “lesser
vehicle” seeking externally to reach the
other shore of Enlightenment and peace

individually.

A Is there any drastic change from the
Mahayana to Vajrayana?

The teachings of the Hinayana and

Mahayana are collectively categorized i' '
3 BN =4 A S
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the Sttra system, not only do they strictly
adhere to religious doctrine and monastic
order, but most are far too impotent to
point out our essence and awake us inter-
nally. Being too withdrawn from society
is the Hinayana, whilst having high aims
to save all sentient beings but little abili-
ties to realize the real principle are the fol-
lowers of the Mahayana. like a clay Bod-
hisattva crossing a river, hardly is he able
to guarantee his own safety, let alone help-
ing others. Confusion and even sectari-
anism begin to spread within Buddhism.
Recognizing the degeneration and desic-
cation of the teachings, The Omniscient
Buddha reappeared as Padmasambhava
eight years after His mahaparinirvana,
the second Buddha, a teacher of Secret
Mantra who introduces us to the actual-
ity of the phenomenal world by reveal-
ing the nature of our mind directly and is
acknowledged to be the fastest and most
efficient spiritual path to Buddhahood.
The development of tantra is based on
personal experience, the truth manifests in
the vivid world of experience of the tantric
practitioner is allowed to arise just as it is.
Esoterically concealed in the mindstream

of the enlightened practitioner, numerous
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Vajrayana teachings are preserved in the
essence of the elements of earth, water,
fire, wind, space, and mind, pending fu-
ture discovery by qualified reincarnations
such as Longchenpa of the 14th century,
Jigme Lingpa of the 17th century, Adzom
Drupa of the 18th century. Throughout
the 20th and 21st centuries, many tertons
are famed for their retrieval of sacred texts
maintaining the thread of Vajrayana to go
on all the time without interruption, and
most importantly, assimilate generations
from different time, space and mind onto

the dharma path.

Is the Vajrayana more elevated in rela-
tion to Sttra system in Buddhism?

Maybe better to say Vajrayana is but
the continuation of the Buddha’s mind.
Whether the teaching flourishes or dete-
riorates is intertwined with history and
culture, which is none other than a ques-
tion of mankind or consequences of col-
lective karma. I enjoy listening music, for
example popular songs or oldies, rather it
depends on our choosing and enjoyment
that neither increase nor diminish their
value. ‘Superior’ is simply a concept, a

bias; a sense of one’s own position.
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